
 

 

 

 

This article was originally published in printed form. The journal began in 1973 and was 
titled The Aboriginal Child at School. In 1996 the journal was transformed to an internationally 
peer-reviewed publication and renamed The Australian Journal of Indigenous Education.  

In 2022 The Australian Journal of Indigenous Education transitioned to fully Open Access and 
this article is available for use under the license conditions below. 

 

 

 

 

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. To view a 
copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/  or send a letter to Creative 
Commons, PO Box 1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA. 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


- 19 -

* The author wishes to acknowledge the helpful criticism of 
Chris Schwarz and Maggie Hendriksen of an earlier draft of this 
paper, and Chris Schwarz' editing of the final version. The 
colleague whose statement was reported later in the paper is not 
named because, due to overseas travel at the time of writing, 
permission could not be obtained. 

House of Representatives Standing Committee on Aboriginal Affairs 

PRESS RELEASE 

The Chairman of the House of Representatives Standing 
Committee on Aboriginal Affairs, Mr Allen Blanchard MP, criticised 
the delivery of support services to Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Island communities in presenting to the House of Representatives 
the Committee's interim report on an inquiry into support services. 
Mr Blanchard said that while the report was only preliminary, it 
highlighted a number of problem areas in the provision of support 
services to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island communities. 

Mr Blanchard said that the process of service delivery had 
become very complex with the involvement of a large number of 
players at all levels of government. "Poor coordination and co­
operation between the agencies involved is a problem that has been 
identified in a number of recent reports and it is one that the 
Committee has found to be very apparent," he said. 

Mr Blanchard also referred to a failure to give Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Island communities the control over services 
provided to them that was in accord with policies of self-
determination and self-management. He said, "Far from communities 
being in control of services provided, the services are often 
imposed, and are not meeting the urgent needs of the comunities." 

Mr Blanchard also pointed to problems in the quality of 
staff employed in management and administrative positions in 
communities. He said that urgent attention must be given to 
training and recruiting Aboriginal people to the management and 
administrative positions in their communities. He said that the 
Committee will pursue these issues in its future inquiry on the 
support services reference. 

For any further information please contact: 

Mr Alan Blanchard, MP, Chairman (062) 77 4391 
Mr David Elder, Secretary (062) 77 4559 

Parliament House, Canberra, A.C.T. 2600 
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