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These range from traditional stories and old favourites to new
works, and cover a wide spectrum of moods. Because of the
variety of sources from which the stories have been drawn, there
is a diversity of style which adds to the appeal of the book.
Unfortunately, in the story 'How fire came", retold by Bill Scott,
it is not clear whether 'Mirrungun' is written or retold by Bill
Scott. If it is a traditional Aboriginal story it should be
properly acknowledged and referenced to the Aboriginal owners.

Race and racism in Australia. By Keith McConnochie. Social Science
Press, 1988.

Racism is generally accepted as being morally wrong,
irrational and inexcusable.

This book suggests that Australia is a racist country,
presents examples of individual and institutional racism, and
suggests ways of challenging this problem. This is a public-
ation which should be read by all Australians as an insight into
the historic and social forces which shaped their lives and
developed the Australian psyche. US.

Recovery: the politics of Aboriginal reform. By C.D. Rowley.
Penguin Australia, 1986.

Charles Rowley is acutely aware that much of the non-
Aboriginal backlash against Aboriginal politics, land rights,
Government assistance programs and Aboriginal rights in general,
is largely the product of non-Aboriginal people's ignorance of
the facts.

Rowley has provided a comprehensive and accurate picture
of Aboriginal politics, government policies, institutions
involved in providing services to Aborigines, and how the effect-
iveness of these institutions is impeded. It is an informative
and somewhat 'dry' publication but to quote H.C.Coombs in his
foreword to this book, "a book which all white Australians
should read with care and humility.'" RECOMMENDED. US.

Rom, an Aboriginal ritual of diplomacy. Edited by Stephen A.Wild.
Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies, 1986.

The first Rom ceremony to be performed outside of Arnhem
Land was at the Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies,
Canberra, 1982, The performers were Anbarra Aborigines from
north-central Arnhem Land and the ceremony was held simultaneously
with an exhibition of bark paintings which formed part of the
same cultural event,
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