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The report says that the past 15 years have seen a ''very
significant increase in the provision of pre-school services to
Aboriginal children.'" There were an estimated 5,692 Aboriginal
children enrolled in pre-schools throughout Australia in 1981
compared with a reported 2,164 in 1968. The researchers believe
the latter figure was overestimated by 100 per cent.

The Department of Aboriginal Affairs reported that for
1980/81 its expenditure on Aboriginal pre-schooling was $2.34 million
with $1,289,700 being allocated to grants to the States and
$1,050,300 in grants directly to organisations. This compares with
a reported $424,573 in 1971/72, The report says -

There is little doubt that Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
people are looking to early childhood programs to provide
assistance in improving the chances of Aboriginal children
succeeding in primary and secondary schools.
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NATIONAL MAPS ON ABORIGINALS AND FORESTRY

The Division of National Mapping of the Department of
National Development and Energy has produced two new maps -
"Aboriginal Land and Population' and Forestry Reserves'.

"Aboriginal Land and Population' (produced in collaboration
with the Commonwealth Department of Aboriginal Affairs) is a full-
colour map which distinguishes all freehold, leasehold, reserve and
mission land of 10 hectares or more held by or on behalf of Aborig-
inal groups. It also shows the 350 centres of 80 or more Aboriginal
inhabitants. Both maps are available unfolded (840 x 925 mm) or
folded, for $3.50 from Map Sales Division of National Mapping,
P.0.Box 31, Belconnen, ACT, 2616, or through any Natmap agent.
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