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ABORIGINAL AND ISLANDER VIEWS 

PARENT/INFANT PLAY GROUP 

Karen Martin, 
Brisbane, Qld. 

I am one of a group of young Inala mothers who are involved 
in a playgroup in which we teach and learn with our children through 
their different stages of growth. 

Each Thursday we are visited by Margaret Henry and Jeannie 
Barney. They offer me advice concerning different and new methods of 
play or sometimes we exchange methods of play and communication. 

The play involved doesn't require a set time or any expensive 
toys. Cotton reels, plastic containers etc., can provide hours of 
fun. However, we are fortunate enough to have a toy and book lib­
rary from which our kids can select a toy or book for the week. 

Once a month we all meet at the Inala Family Education Centre, 
and there we mothers have the chance to talk and our children to 
play. In general, we discuss and experiment with suggestions and 
ideas, and we get the chance to show off our creativeness in the 
making of an item of play for our sons or daughters. 

The advantages of such a program are many. We are not only 
teaching our children but we're learning with them also. We develop 
a relationship as friends with them, and they shall have some form 
of preparation for kindergarten. But, for me, there is nothing more 
fulfilling than to see my son repeat something I've shown him, and 
enjoy doing it. 
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