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ABORIGINAL VIEWS ..,, 

COMMENTS ON THE BILINGUAL EDUCATION PROGRAM 

C. Manydjarri, 
Milingimbi, N.T. 

The following comments on the working out of the Bilingual 
Program were made by Manydjarri during discussion with the 
Headmaster. Questions were asked several times and in a variety 
of ways where necessary in order to elicit Manydjarri 's own 
feelings. 

1. WORKING WITH EUROPEANS 

"I have been very happy working with Michael Christie*. I 
have been comfortable. He has given me a lot of help. We have 
been happy working together. The other Aboriginal teacher has 
been happy too. She wants some training though." 

2. THE CHILDREN 

Interest level? "Very interested in learning in GupapuyQu 
but they are restless. But this is just their way of life". 

How fast are they progressing? "Children are learning 
faster in the second term than in the first term. They are 
progressing in all areas of their work." 

What about their English? "Not sure, ask Michael." 

The age of the children - too young, too old? "They are 
\/ery young, but they are learning. For most children, it is 
good to be on the program." 

Any children not progressing? "No, only Birrian." (a 
retarded child) 

*Michael Christie is the non-Aboriginal member of the teaching 
team in the first year infant 's program. He and Manydjarri work 
together. 

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1017/S1326011100003215&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1017/S1326011100003215&domain=pdf
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1017/S1326011100003215&domain=pdf
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3. THE PARENTS 

Community feeling this year? "A few people talk about the 
program. Most know what we are trying to do." 

Row can we involve the community in the Bilingual Program? 
"Bring parents into school and let them see the children. Do this 
in small groups. On Friday I had a barbecue for the children. 
I invited the parents roud and quite a few came. Three didn't 
come. The aim of this barbecue was to invite parents and after 
to talk about the bilingual teaching in the school with the kids. 
There wasn't any questions but everyone was happy. They were 
very happy - their faces told me - about learning in their own 
mother tongue. I feel this way, that parents will be interested 
more in this Bilingual Program. I was talking for quite a while 
about this program. This was to encourage the parents and to 
talk about it with them. I feel this way - more parents can come 
and talk to us and be interested in these programs. This is what 
I have done. I feel it is very important." 

4. THE PROGRAM 

Do you think the program is working and is a good thing 
for Aboriginals? "Yes - definitely." 

Are you worried that the children won't learn English as 
well as they used to? "I'm not worried because I feel Michael is 
putting in hard work on the Oral English." 

Are you happy with the teaching method? "The method we 
are using is working. I feel this is a good way to teach the 
children." 

5. ABORIGINAL TEACHERS 

How do the Aboriginal Teachers who are not directly involved 
in the program feel? "They are quite happy. There are no 
problems. They all wished me luck before Betty Watts* came to 
see me." 

^Members of the Consultative Committee visited the school to see 
Manydjarri teach. 
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