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ASSIMILATION - NO! 

Pour your pitcher of wine into the wide river 
And where is your wine? There is only the river. 
Must the genius of an old race die 
That the race might live? 
We who would be one with you, one people, 
We must surrender now much that we love, 
The old freedoms for new musts, 
Your world for ours, 
But a core is left that we must keep always. 
Change and compel, slash us into shape, 
But not our roots deep in the soil of old. 
We are different hearts and minds 
In a different body. Do not ask of us 
To be deserters, to disown our mother, 
To change the unchangeable. 
The gum cannot be trained into an oak. 
Something is gone, something surrendered, still 
We will go forward and learn. 
Not swamped and lost, watered away, but keeping 
Our own identity, our pride of race. 
Pour your pitcher of wine into the wide river 
And where is your wine? There is only the river. 
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